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I have already said how the island of Haiti was called by
the almirante Columbus,, La Espanola; it is twelve hundred
miles in circumference, has abundance of ports, of rivers, of
fish, and of salt.  There are two lakes, the one salt, the other
fresh; and the richest stream of gold, of all those which
Spaniards discovered in that island, is called Cibao; the
principal town is called San Domingo, erected by Bartholo-
mew Colombo.    The reason of his giving it this name was,
that when going round the island to seek for a good port
convenient for ships coming from Spain, he reached this'
spot on the day of San Domingo, and thus the island also is
commonly called the island of San Domingo.    The town is
built on a plain near the sea, and in my time it contained
five hundred hearths;  the houses are good, like those in
Spain.    On the western side, the river Ozonea disembogues,
and forms a good and safe port, capable of containing many
ships.    There are very large and very thick woods.1    The
width of the island is two hundred and twenty miles.    The
height of the pole is twenty-two degrees and a half in the
northward part, and in the southward between nineteen and
twenty.    Its length from east to west is about six hundred
miles; its shape inclines to that of the chesnut leaf.    Some
people say that wheat grows well in that island, though
little is reaped in consequence of the soil being very strong;
and there being abundance of maize, they care not for it.
But I say, that they gather neither much nor little.    I have
inquired the reason from some old established Spaniards,
who told me that, owing to th$ excessive heat, the ground
could not produce it; and so it is all over the island.  . It is
the flesh, where, if not speedily removed, it deposits a parcel of eggs.
(Trans.)
1 In the original the circumference is here repeated, but stated to be
1400 miles (giro, pitl di mille e quattrocento miglia) ; whereas just
above it is given at 1200 (di circuito mille et dugento miglia). In Ben-
zoni's time this was all but a guess ; recent measures assign 1065 miles
as the circumference. (Trans.)